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DARLINGTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES – 15 December 2021
4:00 p.m.
Darlington County EMS/Annex

Present:		Chad White, Dist. 4 (Chair)			
		Larry “Frankie” Jernigan, Dist. 8 (Vice Chair) 	
Josh Ward, Dist. 1
Kevin N. Brown, Dist. 2
William Hudson, Dist. 3
Wes Woodard, Dist. 5			
Travis Bishop, Dist.6
Bob Puechl, Dist. 7
		

Staff: 		Terri Cribb, Director 				
Paula Newton, Planner III
Julie Ritz, Planner I					

Absent:		Wayne Yarborough, Planner II			
	
			
Press:		None in attendance

Citizens:	Jonathan Yates
		Nicholas Windham
		Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Winburn
		Mr. Michael Gainey
		Mr. & Mrs. Larry Gainey
Mr. Devin Winburn

In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was provided to the local news media and persons requesting information.


		
I. PUBLIC HEARING

II. CALL TO ORDER –Chairman Chad White called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission to order on Wednesday, December 15, 2021 at 
	4:29 p.m.

III.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All stood and recited The Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.


IV.  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – None
(Maximum of 2 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

V. PERSONAL APPEARANCES - None
(Maximum of 10 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)









VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 17 November 2021 

Chairman Chad White called for this agenda item.

[bookmark: _Hlk9409556]A MOTION was made by Commissioner Bob Puechl and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan to APPROVE the minutes as written of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Wednesday, December 15, 2021.  Motion carried unanimously.


VII.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA – 15 December 2021 

Chairman Chad White called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Travis Bishop and seconded by Commissioner Bob Puechl to APPROVE the minutes as written of the regularly scheduled agenda of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Wednesday, December 15, 2021.  Motion carried unanimously.


VII. COMMUNICATION TOWER APPROVAL – 

· Stelar Infrastructure, LLC
Tax Map # 053-00-02-061

Jonathan Yates, cell tower submittal contact, stated the importance wireless infrastructure has been over the last 24 months – kids learning/parents working from home. In Charleston County, cell phones can be used anywhere.  Mr. Yates added he hopes we can come to a comprise with the new location. 

Nick Windham, co-worker with Jonathan Yates, discussed the six photos that were handed out to the commissioners showing towers that are already on sites in the area.  The pictures were used to show the presence of the towers and show the towers were not visible.

Jonathan Yates added that Ronald Winburn offered his property to put the cell tower on. Mr. Winburn clarified his comment meant he would have talked with his neighbor first, which is why he didn’t put a solar farm on his property when approached. Mr. Yates added, this was not a registered air strip and appears to be abandoned.

Commission Bob Puechl requested to know the new set back difference.

Jonathan Yates stated the new proposed tower location is 200’ from the northern property line, 700’ from the eastern property line, 740’ from the southern property line, and 770’ from the southwestern property line. Also asked if there were any regulations for an airstrip.

Paula Newton, Planner III stated the county does not have regulations for someone to abide by to have an airstrip.

Chairman Chad White asked if the cell tower company would occur any additional cost/expense if relocated.

Nick Windham replied to Mr. White’s questions, adding approximately $10, 000.00 to the cost of the project.



Commissioner Bob Puechl stated Larry has the right to do what he wants with his land as long as the ordinance is met. At that time, Bob Puechl proposed moving forward with the project as is with modification of the new setback difference.

Chairman Chad White confirmed all requirements have been met by the code of ordinance.


A MOTION was made by Commissioner Bob Puechl and seconded by Commissioner William Hudson to APPROVE moving forward with the project as is with modification of the new setback difference for the communication tower off Ousleydale Rd. Motion carried unanimously.


VIII. PPPRELIMINARY APPROVALS – None

IX. FFINAL APPROVALS – None

X. AAPPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION ALONG PUBLIC ACCESS – None

XI. VARIANCE REQUESTS – 

· Kings Trace Subdivision
Water Hydrant Plan


Paula Newton, Planner III stated the sketch plan for Kings Trace indicates the placement for Fire Hydrants.  Also, in the packet is a letter from the County Fire Marshal approving the variance request for road layout and hydrant placement. The variance will not require turn-arounds as long as all cul-de-sacs for the project remain a minimum of 100 feet (50’ radius) at the pavement and alignments remain the same as shown in the sketch plan dated September 15, 2021.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Wes Woodard and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan to APPROVE the variance request for Kings Trace Subdivision – Water Hydrant Plan.  Motion carried unanimously.

XII. SITE DEVELOPMENT – None


XIII. OOLD BUSINESS – None

XIV. NEW BUSINESS – None

· Planning Commission Meeting Date Change to Third Wednesday of Month at 4:00pm 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Commissioner Josh Ward to APPROVE the planning commission meeting date change and time.  Motion carried unanimously.


· 2022 Planning Commission Schedule

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Travis Bishop and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to APPROVE the 2022 planning commission schedule.  Motion carried unanimously.


XV. SSTAFF REPORTS – 

· All Solar Energy Public Hearings will be held by staff two weeks prior to the next scheduled meeting effectively immediately.


XVI. COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS / REQUESTS – 


XVII. ADJOURNMENT

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Bob Puechl and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan to ADJOURN the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Wednesday, December 15, 2021. Motion carried unanimously.
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